ccafjon'd by his Lordlhip's 


SERMON 


Preach' d before the 
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FER = H bad I Trodble is give 
05 pa your Lordſhip by à Per- 
n ſon, wholly a Stranger to 
CRE JP 

— you, who has very little 
| . either of Capacity; Incli- 
nation, or Leiſure to engage in Contro- 
verſy.; and who is firmly perſuaded; 
from the general Offence, whieli ſome of 
your Lordſhip's late Writings have gi- 
ven, that this Cauſe will be undertaken; 
nd the Miſtakes in thoſe Writings (ef 
in a a clear Light, by Fe Perſons much bet- 
ter 


_ Js 
* W. 

— 

7 7 
4 + 
was % 
* 
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Spectator, whilſt ſuch Principles are 
advanc'd, as, in his Apprehenſion, do 
manifeſtly tend to a Diflolutiva of the 
whole Frame and Conſtitution of that 
Church, of which he has been many 
Years an unworthy Miniſter. 
I fhall need no Apology for a Con- 
duct toward your Lordſhip, which is 
warranted by your own, Example. I 
have certainly the ſame Right to offer 
my Exceptions to a Sermon of your 
Lordſhip's; which youtſelf thought 
fit to aſſume,” when but a Presbyter, 
in cenſuring a Diſcourſe of à late excel- 
lent and worthy Prelate, tho recom- 
mended to the World, by the like 
high Authority, to that which now 
graces your Lordſhip's Title Page. 
Jour Lordſtip is ſuch an Enemy to 
Infallibility in others, that undoubt- 
edly you will lay no Claim to it your- 
felf; nor preſume that an abſolute 
129 Tower 
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Pywer: bk interpteting the Loiditef 

Chtiſt; is lodg'd'in yo, "fo as to com- 
mand the Aﬀent of others, any farther 
than is confiſtent with their own Rea! 
ſon. For my own particular, I have 
im partially conſulted that feanty Por- 
tion of it, with which it has pleaſed 
God to enligliten me, in relation. to 
the new and ſtrange Boktrines propa- 
gated by your Lordſhip ; and as far as 
J have any Faculty of judging, they 
appear to me entirely deſtructive of all 
Order and — of all Unity, 
Peace and Communion id the Church; 
and contradiQory ta all thoſe Serip! 

tures which reprefent the Church as a 
fegular and well compacted Body of 
— and which recommend a Con- 


federacy, Concord and Union among 
the Members. 


Think I fee the Will of God, other- 
wife than it is repreſented by your 


Lordſhip; I think it my Duty, and 
your Lordſhip has taught me, that it is 


my * to profeſs and publiſh what 


06). 


thibk. 1 fee anch by reaſoning; upon 
yout Lordſhip's Principles, I might f 
tisky myſelf, hat no Power upon 12 
Authority to reſtrain me from ex: 
preſſing my Thoughts with the moſt 
lien 8 Freedom in a Matter of 
Religion and Conſcience. Notwith- 

ſtänding which, I ſhall proceed, as with 
® due Regard. fo your e Cha- 
racer, ſo _ ſome to my own Safety; 
and not preſume too far, that none of 
5 e Egge, of this World 3 be made 

e of againſt me, nor the Jecular Arm 
D be call'd upon; ſhould I happen to 
break in upon thoſe Privileges and Im- 
munities, within which your Lordſhip 
is ſo conveniently entrench'd ; or let fall 
any ſuch unwarrantable and obnoxious 
Appellation, as my inward Conviction 
and private Belief might ſuggeſt to 
me. 

[ have the Satisfaction of agreeing | 
with your Lordſhip in yout intro- 
Rory Remark. | readilly allow, that 


the Meaning annex'd to certain * 
0 | 


* 2 2 1 * 
1 . 5 
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r Squnds, does Gade eat Alte- 
1 775 by length of or and the 
ſame Word edme, by Degrees, to ftand 
for 4 Complication. F Notions as d iftant 
from the original Intention 4 it ; nay, as 
contradiffory ta it, as Dar 


neſs is to Light 


I am. ſo far from diſputit this Point, 
that it was once in my Thou hts to 


have confirm'd your Lardfhip's Ob- 
ſervation, by ſeyeral othivefoftincs of 
Words, that haye chang d their Origi- 
nal 87 gnification, in at leaſt as Tres 
able a Degree, as any of thoſe Terms 
alledg'd by your Lordſhip. 

But not to waſt the little ae l can 
ſpare, in ſuch a needleſs Digreſſion, let 
us ſee how your Lordſhip makes good 

the Point. 1 
The two firſt Inſtances by which 
your Lordſhip has choſe to exemplify 
your Obſervation, are theſe, Religion 
and the Worſhip of God. Which 
Words I cannot $i to have been too 
often miſapplied (as indeed what one 
Word i in the whole Com paſs of Speech 


has 


r r rr 
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has not?) and wreſted to a Meaning 


there have heen, and are too many 
who lay. too great a Streſs on the ex? 


xy different from whay they nag 
is no Doubt but 


ternal Circumſtantials of Rel gion, 4 


4 


the Aft of publick Worſhip, who bev 


the Form of Godlineſs without the Power, 


and yet Harter themſelves, and induce 
others to 

religious Men, and fincere 'Worſhip- 
pers of God. And if your Lordſhip's 
Reflexions look no farther than theſe, 
ſo far we are ſtil] agreed. And what- 


ever farther Inſinuations, I and the ge- 


nerality of your Readers may conceive 


to be couch'd under ſome of the Ex- 
preſſions us'd by your Lordſhip, in the 
Diſcuſſion of thoſe two Points; yet, 
as thoſe Expreſſions are capable of an 
Interpretation different from that, in 


which we believe you would have them 


underſtood, I ſhall let them paſs as un- 
der that innocent and inoffenfive Mean- 
ing, and proceed to other more ob- 

= noxlous 
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lieve, that they are truly 
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roo ie ben eff for af ch Eraſſon n 
t'Beſt, it a kid that Yout 
Lotdltiip Tor edrs very unfadoi rable ta 
any thing th th is extetnal* in the” Ser- 
vice of « wake -Ametids for 
which, 0 night” t. eh za han 
pefted tb'th & Bi 
Zeal, and moretlidn 2 — 
for that Part of Religion, which is 
ſeate in the Heart. "Pit when, inſtead 
of that, we find you ftriking at the very 
Root of alf Good neſs,” depreciating inns 
ſolemn Duty of Prayer, 75 ſeparating 
Devotion frorh it, w ich is the Life an 
Soul of it; How Dany} is the Diſ- 
appointment; | 
9 0 my Lord, is'Piety become fo 
predothihant in the Age, that the Ex- 
eibitedt Growth of it _ be check d? 
and is it to be check d by ſuch Hands? 
Does tlie Fever of Devotion tage ſo fierte- 
fa as to ſtald in Net bf ſuch cooling 
teſet] ier 8 


6 75 


ae * 92795 b 

Fra and tolumn 70 

nh nify Heat —. Flame 
poju 


os! 


ion i the He Wirld, an 2 0 et de- 
| vout>enaugh to: Fay — 7 5 eſs If 


He 5b being. in 4 Feder: Vary wit- 
ty. indeed! pretty Ironies in | the outh,, 
of. aCkriſtian Biſhop, on.ſo ſrrious and, 
facred, a Subject! This, I 
tanching the Very, Vitals of. 6 all 't 


own Allowance, ought, in Dich, to be re- 
hi fied, with 4 more open and ue 
Zeal than ordinar . 

Nothing ſure can "be. mote. conttary. 


to the whole Stream and Tenour of. 
the ſacred Writings, than what your, 
Lordſhip has taught in this Paragraph, e 
with reference to Prayer. You are 
pleas d to call it, A. calm and und; turb'd | 
Addreſs to Geo. and plead our Lord's 


m ſure, Is 
Hd conſequently, by your. oat 4 


” "ET! * 


Hep. S: 
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Directions about it, in uſtification of 


your Notion. But no fuch Direction 


appears in Scripture. He cautions his 


Follewers indeed againſt 1 vain Repeti- 


trons 


„ £ We Th . 
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Kit g. their Requ 
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Höh 9 nd 'Oftents tation, When 
3 KY: Es the zar 
e ly for 
1 75 ho ſay, that Plas malt bn 
elm and UndiRurb d, r Ufk abylo. 
ng Expreſſion of the like Importance? 
8 Whete des he attetnpt 6 moderate or 
allwage' "the Feryour bf- inward Debo- 
tion, or wärn his Diſciples againſt ma- 
| ueſts to t Father, with 
too much Vehemence? Y £07 


Y P far from that, that luv er preſly 


read, he ({p{ke't the Pa rable of theW — 


and. the un juft Judge, Luk. Xvili. 2. to 
this end, uh Men ought always to pray, 


and not 10 faint; i. e. to be urgent and 


impoftunate, and ta ſolieite with Ear- 


neſtneſs; as farther appears by the Pa- 


rable of the Man that borrow'd three 
Loaves of his Friend at Mid-night, 


Luk. xi. 5. by that of the Publican, wha 
ſmote upon his Breaſt, in a deep Com- 
punction of Soul, and humble Senſe of 
his own Unworchineſs, when he con- 
ſider how great a Sinner he had been: 

— 0 by 
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by: e 4. N to yp 
ani}: ſeek, and knock: From, age 
which Cireumſtances 90 Bok 
gourag d to hope, that: G a0 
_ Petitions 1 en er cod and 12 
But Prayer, yau ſay, in that Form, 
which | our, Lord taught: hy Followers, 
was calm and undliſturh' 1 8 Moſt certain 
* it was not fo at the 12 ty 
it may be attended with thoſe Proper- 
ties in the Uſe; which depend on the 
Affection of him that uſes it. Your 
Lordſhiꝑ may be calm and andiſturb d, 
when you ſay the Lord's-Prayer ; But! 
hope there are thoſe, who repeat it 
th Warmth, and a a liyely Emation of 
Spirit. 1 
hut nothing can more convincingly 
aſſure us, what was our Saviour's Will 
in this Caſe, than his own Practice. 
And did he ſatisfy himſelf, when he 
pray d, with as little Devotion as would 
content your Lord(hip * ? Was he quite 
10 indolent and unmov d, Luk, xxii. 44. 
124 when 
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when. es, . Agon ny, be, prayd V. more 


earneſtly, an and went was as it w 
great Drops f Bl * An to "the 
Ground © 
"Ir there neetted? any "farther Proof 1 
could put. your Lordſhip p in mind's 
I Faul 8 Comme dation of. 1 92 
Cal. 1 iv. 12. who, he tells "the Coloſſians, 
labour d from ly for them, i in Prayers ; * 
and of es'S Aﬀertign Jam. v. 1. 
that. the 7 ! fer) ent 9 ſ 
"righteous Man avgilet 9 A 
multitude, of other Texts, 48 e 
appoſite, as any that haye | been cited. 
And now, pray, my. 100 c , confider, 
how very different a Notion any com- 
mon Capacity may form upon a Per- 
vſal | of: theſe: Scriptures, from thoſe 
which your Lordſhip labours to incul- 
Fate, Tis indeed amazing to me, 
with what poſſible View you could 
attempt to found a, Doctrine, of a moſt 
pernicious Tendency in itſelf, on the 
Ruins of ſo many Texts of Scripture, 
unleſs i it were, to give a Specimen in 


your 


Wl. C4). 


your owt n \Perfon IN. of the Taffibilit 95 
r wor 8 0 "of humor, tarde 
ers 
Or Na Lordſhip might mean a 
. bps,. by | e e Ex xpreſhons 
Abe ve-cited, only. to reflect” on. ſome 
modern Books cl. Devotion, "that e- 
commend. Fe erve ency of Prayer. | But 
Nee was: intended by them, they 
el ey caſt a I M 
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Will it be eds 4. that what ap- 


bears ſo Onan ve in this Paragraph, 
is 


- Fe 
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hd 1 
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lif 
1 has me 


| 3.00 
112 il he bar 1 8 a U ing 
2 altick 1 tures? Alas { How few « of 
ur Readers will ſo ac derftand vob! ? 
Hos many that are. tiot ore + of the 
ede Pa of od Pointing, will (as the Torn fn. 
the Period aa enclines them); | 
fi ler Pauſe at the Word Flame, 
mp directs them to 903 
will. ſu ppole t he Sentence fo be Halt 
OVer. there, and to end, where indeed” 


it. 18 dell; { notwithtanding the Fal- 
lacy. of a Wrong, Stop}. with the Word 


150 your Lordſhip manag d in tlie 
Pronunciation Iean only ae: but Fam. 4 
fure that. P riod may be fo Provoune'd,” 
that thoſe, Clanſes, in Jauch a Manner, 
and to ſuch a a Degree, that] not be thought | 
to limit, but to confirm and 8 
what went before, _—_ as „ 
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plainly op} poſes Fa 


hp phys and Di, 
io dr 10 ns which 1 hays 
our, Addr es to God àccompani 

nc nd_ if ut jad 5 Gal 1 ol 
4 the THz Degree of. Fervour, 


or godly Tranſport, that might 58 
der that Tranquillity, and put th e, 
ul into any, kind of | Agitation; it. 
had been fair, and ſure it Was highly" 
requiſite, to have told us how far 
| your Concefli ons extended. Could not 
one Line be afforded, in a Caſe of ſo 
much Conſequence, to guard againſt 
Miſtakes, and to fatisfy us, in proper 
and direct Terms, that you did not 
mean to ſtifle all pious Breathings of 
the Soul, nor totally to extinguiſh all 
Sparks of Devotion? But, in Truth, 
as the Matter is repreſented by your. 
Lordſhip, there are many. who ſo ap- 
prehend you; and who cannot con- 
<celve how, according to your Lord- 
thip's Dictates, there can be any room 


left, for Elevation of Thought; in - 
cott- 


( 


confer fatir the Majeſty of God; fot 


the aa. of Shame and en and 
godly Contrition; when we ate uni 


bled with a Setiſe, of our Guilt ; for 4 
ſpriglitly Joy and Exultation under the 
Aſſurante of Pardon; for grateful E- 
Jaculations, when we refle& ön God's 
Mercies : Nay, not even for the Hope 
of everlaſting Bliſs, or the Fear of evet- 
laſting Miſety. Our Paſſions muſt all 
be ſtupified, and every Power of out 
Souls 10 dome ben betalrh'd, for 
feat of diſcompoſing tiiat eaſy Se 
ey fe 
us pray. 
What Influetice yout Doctrines will 
have, ot what Adherents you will gain 
byer, I am not able to fote-ſee ? but I 
hope the Number will not be very 
Large, of tlioſe, who will think it 
heile to li themſeltes in yout 
Lordfhip's new Set of Proteſtant Quits 


tifts. 


As for what you ſay of the Love of 


Cod, which is the next of thoſe pet- 
C verted 


( 18 J 


vented Words you inſtance in: _ tho" 
your Lordſhip has ſet it as low as poſ- 
ſible, and vs particularly careful, that 
Men may not offend in the Exceſs of 

this, or any thing elſe that. is good; 
yet as there have been well -meaning 
Men, who have over-ſtraig'd that Duty, 
and amus'd themſelves and others with 
unneceſſary Scruples, I ſhall ſup poſe. 
your Lordſhip's Reflexions to 12 le- 
vel d againſt them, and not ſtay to ad- 
juſt the Difference between your Lord- 

ſhip and them. 

And now are we come to the laſt of 
thoſe Words -or Sounds, the Miſ-ufe 
whereof has given your I. ordſhip ſo 
much Offence: that myſterious, inex- 
plicable Phraſe, ſo full of inconfiſtent 
os es, the Church of Chriſt. This 
Church of- Chriſt, according to your 

Lordſhip, 1s the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
a Kingdom of which he is himſelf, 
not only the ſole King, but the ſole 
Lawgiver, the fole Judge, the ſole In- 
terpreter of his own Laws; a Kingdom 
in 
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in which be neither acts kimſelf, na 
has inveſted any one elſe with an Au- 
rhority to act for him. And you are 
pleas d to inferr, Pag. 13. by one of 
the oddeſt Conſeq nences: that ever was 

drawn from any y Pro ofition, that be- 
cauſe he never inferpoſes' haute, there- 
fore he has left no Deputy: which! if 
he did interpoſe, there would certain- 
ly be no Occafion for; but at his De- 
Parture into Heaven, when he was no 
longer to govern his Church in Perſon, 
he provided for the good Government ot 

it, by others whom he commiſſion'd to 
teach and expound his Laws, to bear 
Rule and Authority over his Subjects, 
to be his Vice-gerents, to act in his 
Name and Stead, and to perpetuate. 2 
Succeſſion of Men thro' all the ſucceed- 
ing Ages of the World, in whom the 
ſame Powers ſhould be lodg'd. And 
tho' he made none of ham infallible, 
nor exempted them from humane Frail- 
ties, yet {till he_requir'd his Church to 


obey them, and\to be guided by their 


o— Iuſtru⸗ 
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Auſtructions where they. were not 

trary to wal The Places Tee 

— prove theſe Aſſertions, are ſo n 
merous, and ſo. well known to yoo 
Lordſhip, that jt is needleſs to tran· 
{cribe them. 

And indeed, had he made no pro- 
viſion for the orderly and regular Go- 
vernment of his Subjects, either by 
interpoſing himſelf, or by his Spirit 
working in them, not by the ordinary 
tions, as at preſent, but 1n_as 
full and ample Meaſures, as 1n the A- 
poſtles Days; ar by ſ ubſtituting Vice- 
| gerents to act for and under him, 
ſatisfy the Doubts of his People, and 
explain. the Meaning of his Laws, by 
comparing them with one another, to 
reſtrain Offenders, and keep in Awe 
* * of os 2 and Unity; 
ſay, if no Care had been taken, by 
fome $f of theſe Ways, 1 
Subject in Order; the Ch. "* 
Chrift ad have been a Babel, and his 
Regen. a Realm of Confulian, | x 
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who is Al -wie, Unerring, and All- 

ſufncient, had been pleas d to act per- 
ſonally in his own Government, or 
had he thought fit tg have conducted 
his Subjects by the Guidance of irre- 
fiſtible Grace; there would then have 
been no need of inferiour Magiſtrates. 
But as neither of theſe is the Caſe; 


- Joms gf this World, there muft te, 


and there is a-Subardination of Mini- 
ſters, whg are the Judges and Guides 
of his People, by vertue of an Au- 
N „that he has delegated, to 
„ SE WELL el ES 
Let us confider the Church under 
any other of thoſe Images, by which it 
is repreſented in Scripture, and we 
ſhall find that they all combine to give 
ys an Ideg of it, as of an-orderly and 


well govern d Society. Sometimes it is 
figyr'd tq us, under the Similitude of 
a natural Body: But does that canfift 
pf disjointed Members, looſely put to- 
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Society. We ate often fac to be ub 


and ſome: Evangeliſts, and fome' Paſtors 
and Texts, jar the ſci of th 


o. | "Y 4 
pie, ind RN e 
Ligatnents ? no more can the Spirittfl 
Body, W ichot 1 Rules And. der 
Which are the Bands and Ligaments d 


2 


tedin dne Body under Chitiff our Heat 
e 16; From en the e 
Boy. ih Jene Yogithbr, ea tompatfid 


x 


"by that, that every Foint ſupplicth, accord- 


Ing to the Effectual Working, in the Meaſue 


of every Part), maketh increaſt bf the Bol 
it the hee ſal in Love. Abd 


He Gho is our Head, ver, 11, 12, 
gave fome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 


Silt, for the Wark of 1he Mini, for 
the edifying of His Bod ß). 
Tate the Church as a Building: as 
ſüch it is call'd, 1 Pet. ii. 5. Epb, ii. a0. 
one Spiritual Houſe, built upon theFoundation 
of Prophets ant Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt bim- 


e being the chief Corner-Srane. And Chris 
n Building 'fitly 


framed, growing to an Holy Temple in tie 
= Lord, 


9075 WF 
om le: Pick?! a Fox lin 
fit] e Ne be can a Nutter 8 
Mev, ag ehotnſely Chriftiajs, Par 
[ki no Bod Ys E WE ne "Or. 
tion, compoſe 4 Spir ritual Edi 
40 a material Fabrick be of long 10 
8 toy with do one to abbey" f 
repait its 52 hes, and Prevent js 
Decay ? No more coat the Building 
of Chrif 's Church. Let us look u 0 
the Body of Chriſtians, as the N fem. 
bets of a litpe Houſhold or FRO 
In that there muſt be Stewards, and 
other governing Servants of different 
Dragons, to preſerve a good OEcono- 
Let us conſider them as Sofdi ters 
fobting under Chriſt's Banner, and 
there we ſhall ſee Occaſion for General 
and Subaltern Officers. And the Caſe 
will be ſtill the ſame, if you take a 
View of the Church, under any othet 
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Bat, what ach J dolng ? Am 1 ff. 


uring to convince one of the Gover« 


eſt Order, that Chriſt has left a Power 
of Governing? Very. forry I am for 
the unhappy Neceflity, but your Lotds 
ſhip has made it neceſſary for me. Fot 
either I am incapable of under ſtand- 
ing the Meaning of Words, or your 
Lordſhip diſowns the Legality of thoſe 
Powers, which at the ſame time you 
continue to exerciſe,” This you appear 
to me to do in many Places, but pars 
ticulatly in the following Paſlage, Pas 


12. Nay, whoever hath an —— Auth. 
| rity to inter et. any written, or ſt poker ; 


Laws ; it is he, who it truly the Law- 
groer, to all Intents and Putfisſes ; arid 


not the Perſon, who firſt wrote or ſpoke 


them. Conſequently, when your Lord- 


ſhip, or any other Minifter,, preſumes 


to explain tlie Laws of Chriſt; he makes 


himſelf the Lawgiver, and does what 
you condemn thro your whole Ser- 


mon, uſurp an Authority, that belongs 
: 0 to 


Wy T7 
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